DflCDBllf . BSSSBB 



^ BD 159 713 

TITLE. •■• 
^' NOTE 



EDES PBICE 
DESCRIP;^01S 



' ^' ■ ■ ■ ' - . ■ es 20fl 381" 

Dreir^ Dan; Beeves^ . By tcr ; - 
The'feffect of Program Cq&tixt ce CiildreDsV learning 
froa a Tels^ision News Sttijw - ^ ^ 

Aug. 78 ' ^ ' ' ' \ / . 

igptl Paper prisented at the AiEual Meating- of 'tHe 
Asscciktion for Eaucatlon, In. Jbornalisn (61st^, 
Seattlf ,"Hashingtoi!^ IttgySt 13'--16, 1S78) t 

^Age/Dlffet^ncesr/ Beh^ Scieiice Eesearchr ' ; ' ^ 

Chlldc^ecs. Teltvision; Ileatntary idu^caticrj 
lltientary SchQCl students ; Joiainaliiin i ^learplng 
prbcessesj learning Theoriea^i Mews Heflia; *N#ms . 
Repor^lngr ^Percep tioj i ^ircgiaEing (Eroaacast) j' 
^Television I Television Besearch 



ABSTRACT ' . \, • ^ 

16 test the aqsuffiipticss .that childieB perceptions^ 
of a news program affect their ^le^rning and that their ^percepticna 
are in turn affected by age and prograo CMtest^ a stijdy sas 
undertalcen involvihg - U35 third through seventh graders* Tie specific 
'indpptnfleht and perceptual variables esaBinefl ^ere^ helie latility^ 
liJ^inq the story and pxqgtamf ^toty fwnctisfl^ age, story contextf and 
age/cc^text interaction^ The children ^ere essigneo^ t^ cn€ ctf two 
viewing conditions and shown a ten-^minute videctape in which the . 
story Gontext.had been manipulated# in the first ccnfliticr. a ne«s . 
story was presented surrounded^ by cartccE segments and ccnnercials^ 
while in the second-conditicn the story was enbedfled in a regular 
news show. Following the tape, the students ccaplettd a trief 
multiple choice q^lz aicut the news stcty* The results shcfied that 
the variables accounted for a significant porticn c£^ the variance in 
learning Mhile the manipulation of the story c^ntezt had lo ^ 
independent effect on --learning beyond Ithat acacunted for tj the 
perceptual variables* Age ^ however^ had a .very strc^g effect on 
learning through the variables of rstoxy ittnctict and liking the' 
program* An analysis of the age/context intiraction indicated that 
while youngeri.children learnid more ficn the stery eabedded in the 
newscast, older children learned' more fror the story^in the^ cartoon 
context., CFL) . ^ . . ^ ; . 



* Re prod uc tions, supplied by EDE& ^r€ ^tjii beigt that car te made ^ 
^ * ^14 ' from the origiral' dccument^ ^ * 

' ■ ' ■ - . . . f 

ERLC 



Radio-Tele^isiqn jo.urnaR.sm Divisiori 



NATIONAL iNSTiTUTi OP ' . 
* / iDUCATiON 

THIfr^ DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRQ- 
DUCEO iXACTLY'AS RECElVgp FROM 
tME^etfSON OR OR&ANIZATION ORtGI^. 
^ ATtNO IT. POfhfTS Of view Qr OPINIONS 
STAT€& p^NOT NeCESSARIyY REPRE- 
^ SINT OFFICIAL NATJOMAL INSTITUTE OP 
' eDUCATlQN POSITION OR POLICY 



A.' 



,THE EFFECr OF FROGRAM CONTEXT ON tfHILDRMS ' 
" LEARNING ..FROM A,TELEVI0IQN NEWS STORY 



-<ju 



Dan Drew 
Assistant, Professor 

and 



Byron Reeves . 
Assistant Professor 



School of Journaliani 
University of .Wisconsin 
5115 Vilas; Hall' 
Madison 5 WI.^ 53711 

(608) 263^3388 

1 . 

■ _ \ 

"PERMISSION TO' REPROOUCE THIS 
MAT|RiAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

Byron Rj ^vfiS^ 4 -^— 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION C.ENTER ^ERIO AND 
USERS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM/' 



Presented to the Radio-Television Journalism Division 
Association for Education in Journalisin . 
Annual. Convant ion 5 Seattla, Washington, 19^8 



, Substantial nunAera of ehiyrfen watch television news \ programs *\ 
Nearly pne-thlrd of the kindergarteii t^irough fifth grade sttjdetita surviiyed 
by Atkin <1978) *sald they watcl^a national television news pM.gram ^"almo'st 
every day", while about the same nutter claitted they wateh a local news^ 

program daily* Nearlyj onerhalf of the sample said they watch ''In the Ne¥s"» 

■ ' - * ' 'i ' ► 

a series of news stories for children aired Saturday morning on GBSj "a lot" 

., ' ' >- ■ ' ' 

Atkin foiind alio' that .older children ^ere more likely than younger childrem 
to report watching nationa'l news and "In tKe News", . 

Broadcasters and educaters ar& showing increased Interiis^ . In this 
you thfuL audience, BroadcaBters air a number of news and public affairs 
programa such as '-In the News'* that are designed* for child; audience and 
CBS plans to add even,mdre journallsiii to its Saturday morning entertainment 
schedule. It will pro^u^e a program called "30 Minutes" that will feature 
CBS correspondents reporting abput stories of special Interest to young 
people (*'CBS and NBC-^ 1978), Educators ^ meantime p seem to be Increasingly^ 
interested In teaching children to become knowledgeable consumers of 
television entertainment and news. They often use television news and publie 
affairs programs for o.utside Assignments of topics for discussion inside 
the classroom, 

Althpugh a major goal of broadcasters and educators is learning froni 
news and public affairs programs^ few reBearchers have ^turned their attention 

to this area. The resear.ch that has been done deals primarily with manipulation 

- J / 

of production varlahles and the* effects on recall. Murphy (1976) found ^that . 
"children were able to recall stories vith film' more frequently than stories 
that consisted ot a "talking head"^ Cohen, Wl^nd, and Harrison (197 5) sugge^ 
that ^chlldren .are better able to recall stories that contain "emotional" components 



- \- ;. \^r ' - .. .. = ■ ' . ' : 

; Thtae' studies diO not, ho^ew^ add^a great deal to our understanding of 

uMeilyi^g process through which cHildren learn from ^elevisloa news. , 

Wit^^dC\an ^ynderaxtandt^^^ £his process^ the researcher faces a m^iad of 

eonts^t variables that could be manipulated (e ,g. verbal .complexity i visual 

complexity, ptory' structure) and that my interact with 'parcepeaal variab 

/ .For th^s^reaaQn, the presefit stud/!^foc uses oil the procasa by ifhlcti . 

aMldxen learn from a teievisiysn news story^ The ^praject a|sumes thait learEing 

from the Is depdriderit on'a mediating process, of imterpreta^ - 

perception (Mcleod aod Reeves^ 1977) > atidj chereforie, eXamlMsVa nuabar 6f^ 

perceptual variabies Including liking^ the coTitenti "believing the.NCdr%tent| 

and parcelvimg tha' ftjWtiom the content la designed /to teerve. ' . 

A major Interest' is Che effect of news s^tory cantext oti learniiig* 

Children" vle^^newf. stories, th§t are placed In a number of different hotiteK.ts, ^ 

-Some states designed eBpecialiy for chlldreris (e*g. "^In the Na^s'*) are 

ahomi/in the content of Satiirday mornirig cartoons and 'fantasy drama |, ^hlle ■ . 

slmllaV stories, desigmed f^r adults^ are presented in the context of morfe 

serloas' public affairs formats,. It's pes slbld^ that the differing cdntexts; 

alter perceptlbns of the stories and that this affects learning. 

, * .. ' ' . 

_ this atudy tests fiie assumption that a child's ^perceptions of thifi pr^ram 

affecc learning, and the child's perceptions are in turn affected hy agg an^ 

^ _ ^ ^ ! / ^ ' /- ^ ' 

progr.ain content* 1$ also tests the assump|ion that age has' direcC^ef £ect 
on learning* (See figure 1*) 
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FIGtfRJ 1 ABOUT HERE ^ . 
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The Independent .and perceptual variables listed above were Incltided 

la this study taGause chey appear to be logically xelated to the dependarit 

variable; and some have been useful predlctor^s of effaces in research 

dealing with television entertainment programs* Although these predictors 

appear frequently in msm coraiunlcation literature^ they , Save been tested 

with dependent .variables other than learning and ^ have Jbeen' used with adults 

rather than chlld«n. This leaves a jauctty of eoplrlcal and theoreticaL 

support for firm predictions about the"^dirtction of effeets in this a tody ; 

'aIso, the absenQe of, related research makes it easy to put forth conflicting 

' ' ■ . \ ' ^ ^ 

predictions for jiearly all of 'the independent and perceptual variables nsBdr 

- ' ^ ^ ' i " . - ; , 

here. For this reason* the present study is eKploratory in.natuje and deals 

primarily with a series of research guestlons rather 'than hypotheses, T^e 

* 

■lationale for expl;orliig these'predlctors fo . ' ■ ^ 

\ Bellevablllty . Oias componetit of a child's perception of television news 
■would seem to be 'believaliility . In the JouTOallstlc setting bellevabillty 
night be deflned'aa the,mcefver|a perception of the accuracy of a taedia^ 
represemtatipn of ^a resl=^wrld event* A^lthough nuaeroua , s^tudies- have dealt 

^Ith credibility, they used adults as subjects^ and some measure of attitude 
. ^change as a depMdTOt variable (MdGuire^^Wm, providing 11^ guidance for 
this projects The reaearfih question ^p^sed her^epomesi Wiat is the effect'' 

' of" child rens' . perceptlpjis of belleVabllity xof a n^s^story on learning? 

Liking the pro gir dm an d story. A search of message and learning ^ 
aiterature shi^' little light on the relationship , betaken likinj the, message 
comtent.and learning. \ One couldj argue ^that liking the. fiessage ihcrftasgs ' 



. ' attention whtclv^n Cum enhances learning.. Or it could be argued '^that liking 
distracts from the Inforaational .cbntlent ^nd reduces learning, tThla study 
seo^rates the content of the news sto^ from the content d£ the pragram^ - , 
bedaufe it is possible a child will 11^ one and nqt^ha other../ This* ^ \) 

poses two research questions I What is the effect of ^liking the program on 

• ' * ■ _ * ^ ' t_ - " 

learning from the news story and what Is the effect of liking^ ^tha story on . 

learning from the newS' story? - ' ' 

Story function , 'There is probably a ^great deal ^of variance in^cMldrens - 
perceRtlqns of functions the news media try to serve, ap| this ^may be related, 
to the 'effect of a news storfy* Because news .can serve |oth entertainrient' . , ' 

and Information .'functlohs, the. individual's parception of the Comimicator'^ 
motivation may help determine the Amount of learning that ta^es place* Perhaps 
those who think the story was . Included tp serve an information function learn 
^ more from it than those who believa it was included as entertainment because^ ^ 

the- f ormer\^is consistent with filie leaming^processJ -This^Saems to be 
^ related to the area of uses and gratifications of the toss media, but the uses 
and grats^research deals with the ^ay audience meters use the mass media to . 

4 



meec tthalr goals and valu'es, rather than 'receiver 'a p'ercepcibn of 'source int 

^1 ■ 



^(KatE,' et. al. , 1974),' ThuSp, the ^research questlan becomesi Does tht child^s 

' , perception of the , communicator ■ s purpose for including a news, story in ^ newscast ^ 

^^affect learning from that news story? ' J ^ . 

\- ■■ ■ r * - - ^ * ■ . . 

• Age . The Child's age should have both a direct andjinditfect effect on 

learning from a calevlsion/news story,- Older children should have more effective . 

"^cogniftive skills than younger children, and, therefore , should , leara mbre from^ 

a news story 'than younger children,. Whlla^there is no theoretical basis for 

prediction, age may affect learning through the perceptual variables*- For axample^^ 

ERIC u ^ i 



''«.■' ' ' . ■ il. ■ • .5 ' . ' . • ■ ■ ■ . . 

■■ It is poss'lble thmt older"- childreh like the news oope. bfeMeve-the news more • ' - 

u/ • . . ' • • • • ' ■ , ; ■ ' /"■ 

and understand the' Intended functloti of the. news .Wetter than younger ehlidren 
aads for tHese reasons, learn more from it. This' study predicts a^positlve. 
relatlonshlR between age and learning while> cowtiol&g lor the perceptual^ 
variables^ and . asks th*e q-ueation: does agi afiec/learnJjig through the perceppuai 
'varlables? .Age is 'opefatloniElized in this study^^y using grade. > , 

, ; ■ ' o- ■ ^ ■ ■ I • „ .; 

; / } Seofy 'contextl . ^"The%ntext in "which a news^,sto^| is placed shou , 
' la Indirect affect, on learning through, the p^tce aboveJ^> ; 

YoMtigsters who see tt/e news story embedded 1^ a ' c'artoOn .context may. like the • 

program and story toore and learn more than those who see It In the newscast , . 

- " ' ' • ' . ... • " 

eontext. On the other hand children who aae gthe hews story embeaded, In the = 

newacast might be more llkeiy to think -It /s|rve8 as information function and . 

. ^ ■ :■ ' ■ ' h'-. ■ .-^ ' , ■ r 

rate It higher in-hellevablllty than thosp who sea It In the' cartopn context.., 
y This could' result ; in greate^ learning in the newscast condition. Because of ^hese- ^ 
. conflicting possibilities, the question ^ecomasr How does the manipulation of ' , 

t ne^s story context sfject the child's perception of the programand learning - - . 

^from it? . . ' . ■ ' ' 

Agei'Context rnteraction ;^ No' preaiction Is nad^ about the age by context 
' Interaction because there Is no theoretical basis for one. The possibliltiesi 
. ,hOT;ever, -are intepestlhg.. It's possible that the older^hlldren will be bored 

by the cartoons and leam more from the newscast while younger children do = 
the oppoa'iW. it's- also possible that younger children will be leis able to 

distinguish -bltween the fant.asy content of the cartoons and .the- reality content . 
; . . . ' ' ., ■ , ' '• ■ - * :, ^ ■ '~ 

■ of the news story and this eduld affect learning. The final research questlotii 4, 

- Is there, in Interaction effect of age and con f ex t on children's learning- from • 



a televislori news story? , ■, . ■ <» 



ERIC 



The^study was^pon^^ with 435 third throiigh sevetith grade students 

In JatmayiiJe, Wisconsin in spring of 1977* Each student >7as asked^to . = , 

oat questioimairi^ that' asked quefgtlDns about' television and news v^ing* 

The children were then asked to^rateh a lO-^mliiute videotape containing the 

mnlpulatlon'of viewing' fimft ex t, ' Four claaafes in each'.grade wpre randomly ■ 
// . ., ' ' * . ' - # 

asalgried to tha twff-^lewing condlttons. Aete'r watcHitii the vldeetape all ' 

chlldreti answered the spme multlple-ch^l'be questtons about factual m#cerlal in^ 

the i'tbfy and their perceptions of the story . : , . ; 

' ik'depandent VartaBles . The news story' cpntesC was ^nipulats^^^^ 

shOBlng children •.•in the tfiro viawing' conditions the same pne-and -one-half 

^ minute long news story about a new fine arts museum In Paris, France th^t )^ 

was. taken 'from 'a Saturday morning "In the News" program. In the first 

eondltion the stor^r was surrounded^by typical Saturday morning pragram^ 

■ ea^toon ^segments and five 30-second'Coim^ along mth the original "In 

the Net^s'V open cloae. In the second conditioxi, the same story appearti^ 

Within Introduction By Hughes, ti^d as the fourth Item In a "CBS Morning News" 

sementi the newscast also contained do^erctals^s and the story appeared 

=at the' i^e pime In each viewing cOTdit3_on,; - ' ^ ^ . _ ■ < 

4^ ■ ^ . ; . 

Th€ other indapendant vatlablep grade, and the perceptual variables were 

\ • f \ . ^ : - ^ ^ " . ■ ' 

measured by questionnaire items that the children answered after they had seen 

the, tapf* . _ ' ^ . ^ ^ ^ . ' ^ . " 4 

beyendent- Variable ^ The dependent measure ^as a Id-ltert multiple 



"chstce quiz that asked factual questions about the stlmulus^ews story. 

■ ■ ^ ■ ^^"^ " . . . / ■ ■ ' - 

The stoicy described -a controversy about .the construction o£ the new art . 
jriieeuiD so the questions covared factual matreirlal such as the locatdon *^of the 
,new buiidingj Its^ appearance, a^^M the reason^fet the cont^^ersy* ^. Children 
were gi^0n a scbre of one for each correct , answer and th| Items were sumned 



J for a measure of'lesrnlag. The meaiure 6J test reliaWlity u|ing \ / ' 

\CferecAack's Alpha was .77* ' * ^ ' - / - 

* . ' r * i ^ . ■ * ^ ' ^ * ^ ■ = 

. \: ■ r ■ . ■ [ .REsinis' ' " " ''V ■/ ^" 

''iha data were. analyzeEl in cwo stageap each' using hierarc'hl44l regression.' 
The first set of regress iori equations prtdtc ted learning from the =telev,l,aion = * 
news story using^all of the Indepei^ent and perceptual^ variables in the. 

^ stud/. The second predicted the perceptual variables using the^ tiwo an'tecedent . 

\ vatiablesi grada and coate^ct. ^Ke^a^al7sds procedure was d^^igned to Andicate. 

Vtihtther the antecedent v^ar lab les affect Jearnlng directly and/or indirectly ^ ^ 
through the perceptual varlabj.es . ■ ^ ' * . * ' 

The first re^reBsion analysis, predicting, learr^p^ ti shoTO In tahle Iv 
The flvf perceptual Variables werfe enterfid as a block because they, were 
ejected to have min effects on, learnliigp and there was no theoretical reason 
fot ordering. Grade and contact w^^re entered in the equation next , to see if they 
predt'cted any additioiial variance not accounted for by. the perceptual variables, ] 
The Interaction between grade and context was added lasti - ^ ^ . 

" . f - TA31E 1 ABOUT -ftERE - . ' - ' . " ' 



* ' ' ■ ^ ' ' . ■ ' ''■ 

-.Tht first equation In Tatile 1 ^l|Ows, chat €he four perceptual varlables--llke 

program^ believabilltyp story funptionpanl like story— had significant main 

effects on learning. Story function ^^aa the best^ predictor of .learing whlle^^ 

believatllity accDunted for J-he least amoiint of* variance. , , ^ ^ 

: / ■ c , . • ■ . ■ . ' ■ ^ 

The second equatibn in Table 1 indicates that the manipulation of 
the context in which the story appeared had. noclndependent effect on, learning 
beyond that accounted for by the perceptual 'variables, ■ Grade/ however, produced 

■ . "/.I ^ , ^ . ■ 'I ■ • 



ERIC 



a vary scrong direct effeet pn learnitig. ' The addition ht grade substantially 
^daereased the r^grasaioa coefficient for liking Che prograffi by .making it 
Btatiatlcaliy iss^nlficant^ It also decreased sonewhat the Beta weight ' » ' 

for fdic^ion of the .story, indicating thtft a|e did affect learning through 

' « ■ . ^ " ' - ' I • . ' 

•these two interv^anlng varlableB, ^ * : : - , v 

Je data In Table l/alao show a statistlcaily; sigtilfi^ant grade hy 
' ^ ■ ' ^ . ; ' : ^, ■■ ^ * . ^ ' ' ^ % . '> : 

Interaction* 4 closer Ibok at tKe maana shaws that, children in the 

^thirds fourth and fifth grades learn more froik the news story ii^edded in the 

nawscast thati they difl froifl the^ gtory in thfi^ cartooA conteKt* On the^ other 

hand, the slacth and seventli graders learn-ed more from the story In the cartoon 

oontaxtf* i(€ee Figure r^o;^ " ^ . 

^ " / ^ PIOTRE 2 ABOUT HEftE / / 



Thp'regre^lpn eqaations iot the second stage of the analysis are 
ffhoTO In' Table 2^ - Grade and conteKt were regressed agaliist the four perceptual 
varlables to see If -aither accounted for any , of the varlMces of the perceptual 
varlablBS * (* ^ ' . 



to " " TABLE 2 \^OUT HERE' 



Although congest \^as, eipected to affect 'a nunber o£ the perceptual 
v^iiablesp It' accounted for. a sipiif^cant portion bf the wrlanQe In* only 
on% liking' the prbgratQi & ^ght be expected, chiidreri liked the stimulus 



tape with' the cartoon more than they liked the one with the newscast * It^ is . 

, " , ■ ^- ^ ^ 

InterestlAg to note, however, that conteKt did not affect how ffiuch they * 

liked the^news story itself* * - 

* , ' '_ ■ • ' . ' ^ ' 

Gffade predicted two of the perceptual variables"liklng the program and 

* ■ ^ . ' \ ■ ^ \~ J- 

stoty function. This means that the older children liked the entire, stimulus 



package less than the you^gtr children, and the, older chlldreri wer^e more ' 
llltely to patcelve tha "story faction as telng oae af laforraaclon rathei: . 

than enter ta lament, ' ' „ ■ . • 

, . Because conteKt d'la not have a niln effect on leCmiiig, and ^t predicted^ 
pnly one' perceptual variabler-llklni the. Rro-gram— did not affect „ 

learning. It sppeara that cpntext had neither a direct nor'lnilrect effect . 
on leaning from a news story. Grade also predUoted liking the program, which 
did not affeec learning ,: and story function, ^ichhara posltlva relationship 
with learning^ rhus3t appears' that Grade ac^ed on learning directly and 9 
Indlreetiy throtigh story furictiort. ' 'V ' . ■ * * 

^- The grade' ty content In tei:actlw did not predict any of the perceptual^ 
■V f " " ■■' - / ^ ; ^ . ^ ■ ^ ^ / . ' ' S . ^ 

DISCUSSION V ' ^ 
•The variables in this study account for a significant portion of the 
^arlance.iin learning (37: percent) considering that no Intelligence neasures , 
Yere used. Bellevabllity , Liking the story, and underscanding the function, 
of the stoW ail predicted learning, '^le -strongesc and most Int&restlng- 
predictor f line tlon of stort. Indicating that those who understood, that . , 
the newa sWy was presentM f ot In^^^ 
leMhed cSie most from' it,; . ' * ■ 

I Even- though 'program context had no effect on .thrM of th^ .peroeptual ; 
vaiabies Iti the study, It did predict liking the pcogram, as It. should have. 
Ghlldren liked the cartoon program more than the news program. Although this^ 
did ftot affect learnin| In .this study. It may hav^e a s^trong inipact in a 
4tt-ekperinental setting. Children !n this study had little .flksnatia/e i 
t9.''watchtng^ the television tha eKperimenters presented^ evea though. 



'they cbuld have- been liiacteiitlve, \^Ifl their own, living rooms, they-mlghte . 

have^^atched the "In the Nei^s" ptqgr^^ ana^lgnored ragular news programs. 

Itt Jthis casfij QpntGKt would have testi Ifflportaat. 

The data dp not really axplaln the weak age by contexc Intecactlon 
^on learning "shotm in-Jlgure 2. ffe suspect that most of the children ,percelv.ed 

the news as being serious, "but the older children were more bored by *it than 
.the yoimger - children. The yoi^gei' cfilldreii niay have paid more attention to 

the newscast becguse they thought ''It was serious and, therefore,, learned 
•more from It. The older children may have been borid fry the newscast to the 
'extent that It interfered with leatnlng, , ^ * 

The.multlple R reported In th'ls^ study (.61),' produced by regressing 

perceptual varlahlea on the. leaTAlng scores, -is much larger, than that reported 

in a" number of television entertainment eff ects studies, using these variables 
.s^gly. This may" Indicate tha^ aere'ls valui In ualng an actual programming 
'in the classroom to establish a spfeclflo referent for oeasarlng ehijldren's . 

reaction to ^levialon. -Por eitafflple ehildren' s perceptions of source . 

motivation was .a particularly strong predictor of le^rriliig. It tnay have been 

much easlir tor the children to react to a speclflc^nessage ra'ther than answer 

a question about a category of 'neSBages, , 

The data about perceived sonlce moclvatlon are, also interesting in terms 

of uses and gratlf icattons research. Effects may be dependent on consistency 

or Ihcon^lstency 'between the use of the'^^sflage by the receiver and the Intent 

' . ' ' ^ . , ' ■ _ . , 

Of the' source. -Perfcelved Intent oC the source nay influince the use that .. 
peoplii make of a message. ■. ■ ^. ■ , , 

' . IThe data also Indicate that any thiog a jirogram producer can do to 
enhance either liking thej news stocy or believing the story would improve 
learning. It may be, howaver, that these perceptual vartablek arenot that 
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easiiF. manipulatei by content. It's Interesting to note chat llkltis the ^ 

a positive ralationship;. between liking tKe story and liking news in general. 

p<.o6l). iBelie^ylng the story also tends to be related to bellevlni . 
television newsMn leneral Cr=.33s p^%O01) . 

In other^worda, Itt 'Mght be more effective to try to Improve learning 
by altering children's perceptions of the media rather than manipulating 
content variables. If CBS' wants to increase leamlnr for its "In the News" 
series, it might be able to do thli besc by designing instructional materials 
for schools that explain the function of the teleyision news media. 

These findings should also support educators in their efforts to , 
teach children ,to become knowledgeable consumers of the news madia. If 
teachers can encourage children to like the news, believe the news, and 
understand Its intended functions chiidren may learn more from news and public 
affairs programs. ^ ^ ■ .■; 
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Catagorias ofe^Varlables Used as Predictors of Learning 



Independent 
Variables/ 



Age 

Story Context 
Age/ConteKt 



, , Perceptual , 
Variables . 

Bellevablllty 

Liking the program 

Liking tKe story 

Perceived f unc tion 



Dependent 
Variable 



Learning 



s 



TABLE .1 



Heirarchical KegeBfllon Analysis of Saven Predictors of Chlldrens' 
Learning from a Television Hews Story, CN=435) 



PredlQtor ■ Regression . Regression ., Regresalon^ 

- .1 2 . 3 . 

" i ■ ^ — - 



Variables 



Ltka Program •, .15 .04 

BallevablUty . -10 * ■ 

Story 5'unctiont . ^ :39 f* ■ .29 

.Elk/scory ■ ' . . .?,5 -Zl 



Context^ 



.04 



Grade , - , .30 

ConteKt/Grade Interaction • ^ ^ ^ 



Multlprle R 
Increment In R 



.546 ^609 ,^^^ *615 

,006 ^ 



^Beta weights are not. shown for the equation in vhich the tntBraction terni la 
l&iluded fecause they are not empirically meaningful. The best measucenient ofi 
Importance of the Interaction term is the IncremenC added to RZ by the inclusion 
of the product term (A.lllson, 1977) ^- ^, 

bstory function was. measured on 'a four-point scale rapglng from no Information 
function CD to high Information function (4), 

^Viewing Gontext was "coded : news cont^<-l) I cartoon context=C+l) 



FIGURE 2' 



Plot of the ExpetimentaL Condition By. Grade Interaction in Relfttion to' 
Childtetts' Learning from a TelevtslonNews Story 




Cartoon ConteKt 
News ConteKt ' > 




3 




7 



-An IndeK repreienting learning from the news story imu CTeated by sumnilng 
the number o'f questions out of nine each child answared correctly about 
the Story ' - . 



^ TABLE 2 

HelrarcJiical Regression Analysis of Grade" and Story Context as PrediGtocs 
/ of Chlldrens* Perceptioiis of a Television News Stqry 



Dependent Variable i Bellevabllity 

Story Con^BKt 
Gi:^ ad e 

Story Context /Grade Interaction 



Increment in R 

Dependent Variablal Story riunctlon 



Story Context 
Graide . 

Story Context /Grade Interaction 



Increment in R 

Dependent Variable! Like Story 

Story Context . 
. Grade ^ . ' 

Story Context/Grade interaction 
Increment in R 

Dependent Variable: Like Progfam 

Story Concext 
Grade ^ 

Story Contejct /Grade Interaction 
R 

Increment In R 



Regression 
1 




Regression* ^ 

.'2 



.05 
-.02 



.05 





.00 

.35 



,35 



.04 
.01 



.04 



,35 

-^29 



.45 



.07 



J 



.35 *** 
,00 



.09 

.^05 



V 



.45 *** 
.00 



a See footnote "a" In Table 1 
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